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Structure of Lokpal
▪

Lokpal is a multi-member body, that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of 8 members.

▪

Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the former Judge
of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding ability,
having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anticorruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking,
law and management.

▪

Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum 50% of the
Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women.

▪

The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a former
Chief Justice of a High Court.

▪

The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity and
outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters
relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance
and banking, law and management.

▪

The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70 years.

▪

The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection
Committee.

▪

The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the Chairperson; Speaker of
Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by
him/her and One eminent jurist.

▪

For selecting the chairperson and the members, the selection committee constitutes a search
panel of at least eight persons.

Lokpal Search Committee
▪

Under the Lokpal Act of 2013, the DoPT is supposed to put together a list of candidates
interested to be the chairperson or members of the Lokpal.

▪

This list would then go to the proposed eight-member search committee, which would shortlist
names and place them before the selection panel headed by the Prime Minister.

▪

The selection panel may or may not pick names suggested by the search committee.

▪

In September 2018, the government had constituted a search committee headed by former
Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai.

▪

The 2013 Act also provides that all states should set up the office of the Lokayukta within one
year from the commencement of the Act.

