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[153AA. Punishment for knowingly carrying arms in any procession or 

organising, or holding or taking part in any mass drill or mass training with 

arms.— 

Whoever knowingly carries arms in any procession or organizes or holds or 

takes part in any mass drill or mass training with arms in any public place in 

contravention of any public notice or order issued or made under section 144A 

of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) shall be punished with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months and with fine which 

may extend to two thousand rupees. Explanation.—“Arms” means articles of 

any description designed or adapted as weapons for offence or defence and 

includes firearms, sharp edged weapons, lathis, dandas and sticks].  

 

[153B. Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration.—(1) 

Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible 

representations or otherwise,— (a) makes or publishes any imputation that any 

class of persons cannot, by reason of their being members of any religious, 

racial, language or regional group or caste or community, bear true faith and 

allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established or uphold the 



sovereignty and integrity of India, or (b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates 

or publishes that any class of persons shall, by reason of their being members of 

any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community, be 

denied, or deprived of their rights as citizens of India, or (c) makes or publishes 

and assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning the obligation of any class of 

persons, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or 

regional group or caste or community, and such assertion, counsel, plea or 

appeal causes or is likely to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or 

ill-will between such members and other persons, shall be punished with 

imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. (2) 

Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of 

worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or 

religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to 

five years and shall also be liable to fine.] 

 

 154. Owner or occupier of land on which an unlawful assembly is held.—

Whenever any unlawful assembly or riot takes place, the owner or occupier of 

the land upon which such unlawful assembly is held, or such riot is committed, 

and any person having or claiming an interest in such land, shall be punishable 

with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, if he or his agent or manager, 

knowing that such offence is being or has been committed, or having reason to 

believe it is likely to be committed, do not give the earliest notice thereof in his 

or their power to the principal officer at the nearest police-station, 

and do not, in the case of his or their having reason to believe that it was about 

to be committed, use all lawful means in his or their power to prevent it and, in 

the event of its taking place, do not use all lawful means in his or their power to 

disperse or suppress the riot or unlawful assembly.  

 



155. Liability of person for whose benefit riot is committed.—Whenever a riot 

is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the owner or 

occupier of any land respecting which such riot takes place or who claims any 

interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, 

or who has accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, such person shall be 

punishable with fine, if he or his agent or manager, having reason to believe that 

such riot was likely to be committed or that the unlawful assembly by which 

such riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not respectively use all 

lawful means in his or their power to prevent such assembly or riot from taking 

place, and for suppressing and dispersing the same.  

 

156. Liability of agent of owner or occupier for whose benefit riot is 

committed.—Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any 

person who is the owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot 

takes place, or who claims any interest in such land, or in the subject of any 

dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has accepted or derived any benefit 

therefrom, the agent or manager of such person shall be punishable with fine, if 

such agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was likely to be 

committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed 

was likely to be held, shall not use all lawful means in his power to prevent such 

riot or assembly from taking place and for suppressing and dispersing the same.  

 

157. Harbouring persons hired for an unlawful assembly.—Whoever harbours, 

receives or assembles, in any house or premises in his occupation or charge, or 

under his control any persons knowing that such persons have been hired, 

engaged or employed, or are about to be hired, engaged or employed, to join or 

become members of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with 



imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 

or with fine, or with both.  

 

158. Being hired to take part in an unlawful assembly or riot.—Whoever is 

engaged, or hired, or offers or attempts to be hired or engaged, to do or assist in 

doing any of the acts specified in section 141, shall be punished with 

imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 

or with fine, or with both, or to go armed.—and whoever, being so engaged or 

hired as aforesaid, goes armed, or engages or offers to go armed, with any 

deadly weapon or with anything which used as a weapon of offence is likely to 

cause death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 

term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.  

 

159. Affray.—When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, disturb 

the public peace, they are said to “commit an affray”.  

 

160. Punishment for committing affray.—Whoever commits an affray, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 

to one month, or with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees, or with 

both 


